
EAST SURREY TEAM  REPRESENT  ENGLAND  AT  5TH EUROPEAN  N-SCALE CONVENTION 

Seven members of Redhill-based East Surrey N Gauge attended the 5th European N-Scale 

Convention held in Stuttgart, Germany from 18th-21st November, where they joined with 12 other 

groups representing Members, Friends and Guests of the International N Gauge Associations 

Network (I-N-G-A.NET) to construct a single multi-national layout in "N" Gauge.   I-N-G-A.NET  is an 

association of national N-gauge bodies, of which the "N" Gauge Society is a Member:   ESNG are 

officially recognised as Friends of I-N-G-A.NET,  having taken part in the event and its forerunners 

since 2004 with layouts representing the U.K.   

The Convention formed part of the model construction exhibition, Modellbau Sud, held at the 

Stuttgart Messe exhibition and conference centre adjacent to Stuttgart Airport.   It was held 

simultaneously with the annual Family and Home exhibition, a Hobby and Electronics show, a Games 

fair, a Crafts Show, and a Food fair, each occupying one or more separate halls at the centre but all 

on a common entry ticket.   In addition to the N-Gauge Convention, which also celebrated 50 years 

of N Gauge model railways, Modellbau Sud included Radio-controlled Model Vehicles, Boats, and 

Aircraft displays and associated trade stands. 

 

Organised by N-Club International on behalf of I-N-G-A.NET, the Convention brought together 

participating groups representing England, France, Germany, Austria, Spain, Holland, Finland, Italy 

and Switzerland, each providing individual modular layouts with national themes, which were 

connected to from a single layout with a combined length over 420 metres covering an area over 

1500 sq.m.  For the third year, the ESNG contingent was pleased to be supported by two 

representatives from Denmark, who were without a layout of their own.  American railroads were 

represented by a layout from German, Swiss and Belgian members of "N-Trak Europe" and Japanese 

railways by another group from Germany, who built a layout with Kato Unitrak during the event.   

Having loaded the van on Tuesday morning, driver and mate set off just before midday, planning an 

overnight stop in France before completing the journey Wednesday morning.  Other members of the 

team flew direct to Stuttgart on Wednesday morning, arriving at the Messe a few minutes before 

the van.  Unloading and set-up was completed by early evening and a relatively early night followed.   



The event opened to the public at 10am on Thursday and, at the end of the first day, participating 

groups enjoyed a traditional buffet of international foods brought along by each group.  The team 

was also joined by extra members on Thursday and Friday.  Other activities were planned for the 

remaining evenings except Sunday, when everyone present was engaged in breaking down the 

exhibits.   Even so, breakdown was completed and the van packed in a couple of hours.  

 

The show attracted some 40,000 visitors on Saturday alone, with 30,000 in the first 2 hours, more 

than half of whom were said to have headed directly for the N-gauge displays.  Centrepiece of the 

event was the "Tower to the N-world", consisting of a pair of transparent spirals 1.4m in diameter, 

by which trains climbed to a height of 2.5m to reach a bridge 4m long linking the two halves of the 

N-gauge layout .  It had taken two men around 2600 hours to build and contained 394m of track.  

Each train would take about 30 minutes to climb the spiral, cross the bridge over the heads of 

visitors and descend on the other side.  There was also a high speed contest for production and 

custom locomotives:  a Dapol 14xx achieved a scale speed of 361kph but the fastest was a propeller 

driven loco which managed to beat the timer electronics with speed in excess of a scale 1000kph.  

 



Exhibitors/operators were expected to be in place by 9am each day, and the show was open from 

10am until 6pm on each of the four days.  Mr Hiroshi Kato visited the event on Saturday and was 

very impressed.  

An ESNG scene depicting the Union Street area of London south of Blackfriars Bridge was nominated 

one of the best ten scenes in the show.  Another scene from the ESNG section of the layout, a half-

roundhouse, was recently depicted on the front cover of N-Bahn magazine occupied by a collection 

of continental locomotives owned by an ESNG member and which were also displayed at the show.   

In all, "Stuttgart" is a hectic week for participants.  Would we do it again?  Absolutely! 

 

 


